Scripture Readings — Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025

The First Lesson Lamentations 3:19-26

The thought of my affliction and my homelessness
is wormwood and gall!

My soul continually thinks of it
and is bowed down within me.

But this I call to mind,
and therefore I have hope:

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;

they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

"The LORD is my portion," says my soul,

"therefore I will hope in him."

The LoRD is good to those who wait for him,

to the soul that seeks him.

It is good that one should wait quietly

for the salvation of the LORD.

The Word of the Lord.
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Psalm 137: 1-6 (8am spoken, 10am sung)
1 By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, *

when we remembered you, O Zion.

2 As for our harps, we hung them up *

on the trees in the midst of that land.

3 For those who led us away captive asked us for a song,
and our oppressors called for mirth: *

"Sing us one of the songs of Zion."
* How shall we sing the LorD's song *
upon an alien soil.
> If I forget you, O Jerusalem, *
let my right hand forget its skill.
® Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth
if I do not remember you, *

if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.
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Paul encourages his brother in faith, Timothy, in their mutual ministry
of sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, acknowledging both the

difficulties and the joys of this call.

A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to Timothy: 1:1-14
To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.

I am grateful to God-- whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my
ancestors did-- when I remember you constantly in my prayers night
and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled
with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure,
lives in you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God
that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for God did not
give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love

and of self-discipline.

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the
power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace.
This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it

has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ
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Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an
apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am
sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to
him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from
me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good

treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

The Word of the Lord.



