Readings — Sunday, June 22, 2025

In great distress, Elijah removes to the wilderness, where God feeds and
rejuvenates Elijah for his ministry, God even reveals himself to his servant

on the mountaintop.

A reading from the First Book of the Kings: 19:1-7

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah,
saying, "So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make
your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow." Then he
was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba,
which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. But he himself went
a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: "It is enough; now,

O Lorp, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors." Then
he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel
touched him and said to him, "Get up and eat." He looked, and there at
his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate
and drank, and lay down again. The angel of the LORD came a second
time, touched him, and said, "Get up and eat, otherwise the journey

will be too much for you."

The Word of the Lord.
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Psalm 43
1 Give judgment for me, O God,
and defend my cause against an ungodly people; *
deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked.
2 For you are the God of my strength;
why have you put me from you? *
and why do I go so heavily while the enemy oppresses me?
3 Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, *
and bring me to your holy hill
and to your dwelling;
4 That I may go to the altar of God,
to the God of my joy and gladness; *
and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O God my God.
5 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
and why are you so disquieted within me?
6 Put your trust in God; *
for I will yet give thanks to him,
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.
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Salvation is found through faith in Jesus, which frees us to obey. Before
our redemption, humanity was stuck in sin under the law, unable to do

what is right.

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians 3:23-29
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the
law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith.
But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you
are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are

Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise.

The Word of the Lord.



