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The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Independence Day 

Proper 8 
June 29, 2025 

 
Whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey of faith, welcome to Advent Episcopal Church. Our worship 

service follows the Book of Common Prayer and includes Holy Communion in which all may receive the bread and 

wine of Christ’s Body and Blood. Hymn numbers preceded by the letter “H” are found in the blue Hymnal 1982. The 

hymn numbers preceded by the letter “L” are found in the red and black hymnal Lift Every Voice and Sing II.  

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

 
Acknowledging the people of the land, the Hohokam, and other indigenous people as the original stewards of this land, 

we give thanks for our ancestors, our elders, and for all indigenous people who pray for unity and peace today. 
 

              

Prelude             

 

Hymn     H 718 

                          
 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

All  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.    

  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.   
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty for themselves 

and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the 

people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace;   

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The First Lesson 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

The LORD said to Elijah, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you 

shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; 

and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place." 

So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke 

of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 

He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, "Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will 

follow you." Then Elijah said to him, "Go back again; for what have I done to you?" He returned from 

following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he 

boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and 

became his servant. 

All Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 16 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 

I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 

my good above all other." 

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 

upon those who are noble among the people. 

3 But those who run after other gods * 

shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 

nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 

it is you who uphold my lot. 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 

indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 

my heart teaches me, night after night. 

8 I have set the LORD always before me; * 

because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 

my body also shall rest in hope. 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 

nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

11 You will show me the path of life; * 

in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

             

The Second Lesson     Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 

self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a 
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single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." If, however, you bite and devour one 

another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed 

to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to 

prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 

Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, 

enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and 

things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit 

the kingdom of God. 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus 

have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by 

the Spirit. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn                                                “To God Be the Glory”  

 

 Verse 1 To God be the glory, great things He hath done, 

   So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

   Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 

   And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

 

 Refrain Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice! 

   Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

   Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

   And give Him the glory, great things He hath done. 

 

 Verse 2 Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

   To every believer the promise of God; 

   The vilest offender who truly believes, 

   That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

   Refrain 

 

 Verse 3 Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 

   And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

   But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

   Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 

   Refrain 

 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Gospel     Luke 9:51-62 

When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent 

messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 

but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and 

John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 

them?" But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village. 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." And 

Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to 

lay his head." To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 

But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom 

of God." Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." 

Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God." 

  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ  
 

Sermon The Rev. Dr. Gary Nicolosi 

 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried, On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He had spoken through the Prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

 

A Thanksgiving for National Life 
 

Leader Almighty God, giver of all things: We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this 

land. Give us grateful hearts for the abundance you have given us. 

People  Support us. 
 

Leader We thank you for the great resources of this nation that fuel our economy and help us live 

healthy and secure lives. Help us to pass on to future generations the blessings we now enjoy. 

People  Sustain us. 
 

Leader We thank you for the men and women who have made this country strong, especially the 

Founders of our nation and those who have served effectively and faithfully in federal, state 

and local government. Guide us to elect leaders who promote the common good. 

People Inspire us. 
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Leader We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from 

every nation as a beacon of hope for a better life. Help this nation to shine brightly in the 

world as a place of freedom, prosperity and justice. 

People Enlighten us.  

 

Leader We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. In God we trust is our 

motto, and “one nation under God” is our pledge. May this nation ever be faithful in walking 

in your ways and doing your will.  

People Renew us. 

 

Leader We thank you for the men and women who fought and died to maintain our freedom. They 

sacrificed much for the liberties we now enjoy. Help us to be worthy of their sacrifices and to 

live as responsible citizens. 

People Empower Us. 

 

Leader We thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and cultures in our country. They enrich 

our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship. Give us open minds and hearts to embrace 

people who may be different from us but are all children of God. 

People Direct us. 

 

Leader We pray for the sick, the suffering and the dying that they may be strengthened by your 

presence and know your peace in their lives. 

People Comfort us. 

 

Leader We remember those who have died in the faith of Christ and those who faith is known to you 

alone. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

People Have mercy on us. 
 

Celebrant Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in 

freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of 

forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

People Amen. 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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 THE SERVICE OF THE TABLE  
Offertory Sentence 
  

Offertory Music 
 

  

All Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me;  

   Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.  

  With God as our Father, brothers all are we.  

  Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.  

  Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 

  With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow; 

   To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

   Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 
  
 

Eucharistic Prayer A          BCP 361 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

The Celebrant proceeds:   

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called 

us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

        

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Celebrant continues: 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 

and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 

share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 

for the whole world.  
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 
  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
  

The Celebrant continues: 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 

drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 

and serve you in unity, constancy and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 

your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Priest  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

  

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
  

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine of Christ’s Body and Blood. The wine will be offered by intinction, 

which means that you may dip the wafer into the small cup of wine offered by the Deacon. Please do not put your 

fingers into the wine. If you do not wish to receive the wine, just receive the wafer and return to your seat. The 

Church teaches that you receive the full Christ in either the bread or wine. There is no requirement to receive both. 
 

Celebrant  The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 

Communicant Amen. 
 

Deacon  The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. 

Communicant Amen. 

 

Hymns  H 717   

   “God Bless America” 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with the spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

THE BLESSING 
  

God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest, to the Church, the nation and the world, peace and 

concord, and to us his servants life everlasting; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

  

Closing Hymn  H 719  
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

Dismissal Response  Thanks be to God.  

  

Postlude  

 

 

 

 

          

 
  

  
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

       


