The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 13
August 3, 2025

Whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey of faith, welcome to Advent Episcopal Church. Our worship
service follows the Book of Common Prayer and includes Holy Communion in which all may receive the bread and
wine of Christ’s Body and Blood. Hymn numbers preceded by the letter “H” are found in the blue Hymnal 1982. The
hymn numbers preceded by the letter “L” are found in the red and black hymnal Lift Every Voice and Sing I1.
Thank you for joining us for worship today!

Acknowledging the people of the land, the Hohokam, and other indigenous people as the original stewards of this land,
we give thanks for our ancestors, our elders, and for all indigenous people who pray for unity and peace today.

Prelude
Hymn H 390

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

All Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot
continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever, Amen.

The First Lesson Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by
wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to
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be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after
wind.

I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come
after me -- and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for
which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up
to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes one who has toiled
with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it.
This also is vanity and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil
under the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds
do not rest. This also is vanity.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Psalm 49:1-11
! Hear this, all you peoples;
hearken, all you who dwell in the world, *
you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.
2 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, *
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
3 1 will incline my ear to a proverb *
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.
* Why should I be afraid in evil days, *
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,
> The wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods, *
and boast of their great riches?
® We can never ransom ourselves, *
or deliver to God the price of our life;
7 For the ransom of our life is so great, *
that we should never have enough to pay it,
8 In order to live for ever and ever, *
and never see the grave.
? For we see that the wise die also;
like the dull and stupid they perish *
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever,
their dwelling places from generation to generation, *
though they call the lands after their own names.

' Even though honored, they cannot live for ever; *
they are like the beasts that perish.

The Second Lesson Colossians 3:1-11

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died,



and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will
be revealed with him in glory.

Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed
(which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient.
These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of
all such things-- anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves
with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that
renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave
and free; but Christ is all and in all!

Reader The Word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.

Hymn H 554

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Gospel Luke 12:12-21

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me."'
But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" And he said to them,
"Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance
of possessions." Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he
thought to himself, "What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' Then he said, "I will do
this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be
merry.' But God said to him, "You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves
but are not rich toward God."

'

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ
Sermon The Rev. Dr. Gary Nicolosi

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried, On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

O God, the creator and preserver of all, we pray for people in every kind of need; make your
ways known on earth, and your saving health among all nations. We pray especially for the
President of the United States, the Governor of Arizona, and for tribal chiefs and indigenous
people throughout this land. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for the good estate of the catholic Church; guide and govern us by your good Spirit,
that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold
the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace and in righteousness of life. We pray
especially for Sean our Presiding Bishop. Jennifer our Bishop and the clergy and lay leaders
of our parish. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We commend to your fatherly goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed
in mind, body or spirit; comfort and relieve them in their need, give them patience in their
sufferings, and bring good out of all their afflictions. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We remember those who have gone before us in the peace of Christ, and we give you praise
for all your faithful ones with whom we rejoice in the communion of saints. Lord, in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer before you
for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and
devoutly serve you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.



THE SERVICE OF THE TABLE
Offertory Sentence

Offertory Music

All Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me;
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Father, brother and sisters are we.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow;

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image and called
us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues:

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues:
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of
your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and

ever. Amen.
Priest Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine of Christ’s Body and Blood. The wine will be offered by intinction,
which means that you may dip the wafer into the small cup of wine offered by the Deacon. Please do not put your
fingers into the wine. If you do not wish to receive the wine, just receive the wafer and return to your seat. The
Church teaches that you receive the full Christ in either the bread or wine. There is no requirement to receive both.

Celebrant The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
Communicant Amen.
Assistant The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.
Communicant Amen.
Hymn H 335

CLOSING PRAYER

Celebrant Let us pray.

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with the spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE BLESSING

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of
God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn “He Leadeth Me” (see below)

Assistant Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

Dismissal Response Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

“He Leadeth Me”

Verse 1 He leadeth me, O blessed thought!
O words with heavenly comfort fraught!
Whate'er I do, where'er 1 be,
still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me.

Refrain: He leadeth me, he leadeth me,
by his own hand he leadeth me;
his faithful follower I would be,
for by his hand he leadeth me.

Verse 2 Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine,
nor ever murmur nor repine;
content, whate'er my lot may be,
since 'tis my God who leadeth me. [Refrain]

Verse 3 And when my task on earth is done,
when by thy grace, the victory's won,
e'en death's cold wave I will not flee,
since God through Jordan leadeth me. [Refrain]



