
 

Timothy M. Dombek 

               LUMINARY 
 

November  2017   The Rev. Canon Timothy M. Dombek  

Dreaming God’s Dream for Advent: Next Steps 

On Sunday, October 8, we started the process of discerning God’s dream for 

our beloved Advent Episcopal Church with our Appreciative Summit. Thank you 

to all of you who stayed after church for lunch and participated—especially 

members of the 8:00 am congregation who came back to church to participate.  

These are the next steps of Dreaming God’s Dream that will take place; please 

add them to your calendar: 

Saturday, October 28: “How Am I Gifted by God for Ministry?” 9:00 AM in 

Paine Hall; Lunch provided. This workshop will help you learn about your own 

spiritual giftedness, and how those gifts, when used will bring you joy in living 

into what God has created you to do for bringing about God’s Dream for Advent, 

and for the world.  Again, all members of Advent are welcome to participate; 

should be concluded by 1:00 to 1:30 PM. 

 Friday, November 3: Dreaming God’s Dream for Advent, Part 2:  

Beginning at 2:00 PM in Paine Hall. All members of Advent are welcome to 

participate; should be concluded by 5:00 PM. This is the first of a four-part  

process to discern God’s Dream for Advent. This first workshop focuses on 

“Practical Vision.” What would we like to see at Advent in three to five years’ 

time? What say you? 

 Saturday, November 4: Dreaming God’s Dream for Advent, Part 2:  

Beginning at 9:00 AM in Paine Hall. This is the second workshop of the  

four-step process. Here we focus on “Underlying Contradictions,” to answer the 

question, “What has been stopping us from having this vision now?”  Lunch is 

provided this day, as well. Following lunch, we turn our attention to “Strategic 

Directions,” which focuses on concrete, specific actions to overcome our  

obstacles and move toward wholeness and completion. All members of Advent 

are welcome to participate; we should be concluded by 3:30 PM. 

 Sunday, November 5; Dreaming God’s Dream for Advent, Part 2:  

Following our All Saints Sunday 10:00 AM service, we’ll gather for lunch in 

Paine Hall, review our progress, and then together, we turn our attention to 

“Focused Implementation.” Here we put action steps on the wall and commit to 

seeing them through, given what we have discerned and the work we have 

done through the planning process.  

This three step process will result in a renewed vision of mission for us all, as 

we seek how to live into God’s Dream for Advent Episcopal Church—both as 

congregation and as a baptized person following the example of Jesus Christ. 

Please save the above dates now and we’ll see you there!  
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THANKSGIVING AND ST. MARY’S FOOD BANK ALLIANCE 
Families here in the “Valley of the Sun” and Arizona who never thought they would need help are 

struggling to feed their families this Thanksgiving.  For every dollar you donate to St. Mary’s Food 

Bank Alliance you can provide struggling families with seven (7) meals.  St. Mary’s Food Bank  

Alliance rescues edible food from local grocery stores—on average more than one million meals per 

month. 

Volunteers sort and pack millions of pounds of food each month.  (If the Food Bank had to replace 

volunteers with paid staff the Food Bank would need to hire roughly 130 full time employees.)  Last 

year St. Mary’s distributed more than 74 million pounds of food in Arizona.  More than 500 partner 

agencies hand out food to people in Arizona. 

Whether you can donate money, a can of food (on the first Sunday of the month here at Advent) or 

volunteer at the Surprise Food Bank, we can help to feed the hungry. 

 “We can do no great things, only small things with great love” 

  St. Teresa of Calcutta (formerly Mother Teresa) 

August - October Donations 
 
                                              
Food               =  50 lbs. 
YTD Food       =  770 lbs. 
 
 
Dollars            =  $ 205 
YTD  Dollars    = $ 2,050 
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Hospitality, Events, and Publicity News 

The first performance of the Advent Concert Series takes places on Sunday, November 5th at 3:00 pm.  The 
group is Sonoran Sounds Women’s Chorale.  This dynamic singing group will perform musical selections  

including classical, inspirational, popular and patriotic tunes.  Advent’s Concert Series is an excellent  

opportunity to invite a friend or neighbor to experience our lovely church and meet our welcoming people, 
so please mark your calendar and plan to attend. A free will offering will be received.   

The 5th Annual Arts & Craft Show returns to the Advent property on Friday, November 17 th from 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm, and Saturday, November 18th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  This outstanding event features over 30 
vendors on site. With Christmas right around the corner, you should be able to pick -up some great gift items 
at reasonable prices. Once again, the Arts & Crafts Show will have a delicious food vendor offering chicken 
tenders, savory fresh-cut French fries, out of this world funnel cakes, and deep fried Oreo cookies (yum!). 
This year we also welcome the good people from Cactus Corn—the delicious kettle corn you eat when going 
to Arizona Diamondbacks games!  And speaking of delicious, the ECW will have their annual bake sale over 
these two days. They will be located in the North Hall of Paine Hall—pick up some sweet things to eat now, 
or freeze for Thanksgiving!   

The 5th Annual Arts & Craft Show has several new vendors this year, so please come out and show your  

support, and be among those who will welcome the hundreds of visitors we get on the Advent Episcopal 
Church campus over these two days.  The events we hold at Advent always present us with a great  

opportunity to put our best welcome front and center to our surrounding community—that’s what true  

hospitality is all about.  

Can you offer one hour of time (or maybe more?) to help welcome others to Advent?  Set-up for the Arts and 
Crafts show begins Thursday, November 16th from 1 pm to 6 pm.  Paine Hall has to be set-up for the vendors, 
as well as spaces outside the buildings here on the property.    

Could you volunteer for one of the two welcome tables? Advent members with warm smiles and sunny  

dispositions are needed from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on both days.  Our vendors also need breaks throughout 
both days, so it’s great to have Advent volunteers to sit in the booth to provide that respite. Any help you 
can offer, for any length of time, will be greatly appreciated. 

Come help Advent put its best foot forward!  To volunteer, please call Flavia Nomicos at (623) 322-3247 and 
say you’ll be there to help! Thank you in advance for your generosity of time! 

Lastly, the Marketing team has changed its name to Hospitality, Events and Publicity.  Anyone interested in 
joining this ministry of hospitality, again, please contact Flavia Nomicos, or Sharon Paine;  
her number is (623) 512-2616. Or just speak with Canon Timothy.   
 

Fine Goods Sold By Fine Folks 

It may seem like months away, but our annual rummage sale will be here before we know it.   This is 
ECW’s and the Men’s Club biggest fundraiser.  Profits from the sale go to support our Outreach  

efforts.  We will be accepting donations from Jan. 29-Feb. 8.  The sale days are Feb 9 and 10.   

 

We are in the process of forming a planning committee.  If you would be interested in joining us, 
please contact Ann Fletcher at anndfletcher@aol.com or by phone 925-550-4300 or come to our 
meeting.   Our first meeting is Thursday, November 4 in the Conference Room at 10 AM.     

 

What is one man’s junk is another’s treasure!  

mailto:anndfletcher@aol.com
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   Newcomers’ News 

        2017 is zipping by quickly. The Advent Church community has welcomed 45 new members 
thus far this year! In the past month we have added 7 new members – Earl and Phyllis Yingling, 
Fred and Marcia Hammett, Lynn Turner, Louise Watts, and Ossie Bartlett. Please welcome them 
when you see them at our events [they have blue dots on their name badges].  

    On October 15th the Newcomers’ Ministry sponsored a Welcome Newcomers’ Gathering in Paine 
Hall, which was attended by 13 new members, as well as our clergy, vestry liaisons, and Presidents 
of the Women’s and Men’s ministries. Those participating learned about some of the activities  

available at Advent and were encouraged to become involved in their areas of interest. We also 

learned a little about the backgrounds of our new members and their interests. Prior to the end of the 

get-together, several had already expressed a desire in assisting with upcoming Advent events and 

programs. We welcome them to our growing community!    

Pat Carroll 
Newcomer’s Gathering 

 

EXERCISE CLASS CONTINUES IN PAINE HALL 
 

Every Wednesday at 10:30am and Friday at 10:45am over 20 people are huffing and puffing their 
way through an hour-long  BALANCE-STRETCH-STRENGTHEN exercise class.  We’ll add a little 
CHAIR YOGA.  Donation is $1 per class.  So get your heart moving and your joints stretched out  

Join us either on Wednesday at 10:30 and/or  Fridays at 10:45.  

Tell a friend or bring your neighbor. 

 

 NO CLASSES ON 

 Friday. Nov. 10 

 Wed. Nov 22 

 Fri. Nov 24 

 December 1st—8th 
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Episcopal Church Women 

Women’s Ministry 

The ECW Fall General Meeting and Brunch was a morning of fellowship, fun and social interaction.  
Included was a get-acquainted exercise with a map to mark each person’s birthplace.  

Our program speaker, Pat Kindle, gave a fascinating talk on her experience as a teacher in several 
countries and two states.  It was also interesting to discover that of the fifty-six women attending the 
meeting, twenty-one of them were former teachers.  

A delicious brunch was prepared and served by our board members. 

Our gals continue with their various ministries.  Helping Hands are not only making blankets and 
pillows, but are busy planning and preparing for the Bake Sale in conjunction with the Parish Arts 
and Craft Show.   The profits from this event are needed to purchase all the material needed for 
their ministry.  The Happy Hat Hookers are busy making hats for the colder months plus for  

newborns and cancer patients.  The Fashion Show committee members are already collecting 
small items to be used in the boutique and as tablescapes.  If you have rummage sale items, 
please store them until the collection dates in late January. 

 

COMING ECW EVENTS: 

November 5th, Undie Sunday.  Undergarments for needy boys & girls.  

November 17th- 18th, Helping Hands Bake Sale/Home Canned Goodies.  

December 1st,  Advent/Christmas Decorating Paine Hall & Sanctuary.   

December 13th,  ECW Board Meeting.                                                          

December 14th, ECW General Meeting and Christmas Luncheon  

 

Joyce Rozon, ECW President 

Russ Brumagin ringing the bell -

remembering those who lost their life 

in the Las Vegas shooting. 



 



Advent Episcopal Church 13150 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, AZ 85375 Phone (623) 584-0350     Page7 

 

The TeleCare Ministry is underway at Advent--our first round of 
calls are being made today! If you see "Advent Episcopal Church" 
in your caller I.D., take the call! We want to pray for your concerns... Many thanks to 
Bill, Jan and Stella for their ministry.  
TeleCare Ministry is a phone call of love.  

ADVENT PARISH VISITORS MINISTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP 
We are an Inreach Parish Ministry that visits our own Parishioners who because of sickness or 

housebound cannot fully participate in Church life.  Visits are made throughout the year once per 

month.  Father Brian and our two Licensed Care Ministers bring the Holy Eucharist to those who  

request it. 

The Parish Visitors also distribute crosses, soup, prayer shawls and the daily devotional Forward 

Day by Day.  The monthly visit brings many benefits to both the visitors and those that we visit.  

If you would like to join this worthwhile blessed Ministry which only takes a few hours each month, 

please contact Char Stiehl at chars@cox.net, Sharon Mather at 623-202-7544 or Father Brian at 

623-584-0350. 

“Actions speak louder than words, let your words teach and your actions speak”  

St. Anthony of Padua 

mailto:chars@cox.net
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The Advent Men’s Club is open to all men in the Advent Parish and provides  

fellowship and outreach to the church and local community.  Our dollar donations to 

various outreach and in reach ministries support such activities as Habitat for  

Humanity, food collection for St. Mary’s Food Bank Alliance, the Salvation Army, the 

Diocesan Chapel Rock summer camp for children, Luke AFB Airmen’s Fund, Victim 

Advocate Unit, Surprise Police Department, Advent Prayer Shawls, Advent Happy Hat 

Hookers and more.  The Club raises funds for our ministry donations through our two-day  

Rummage Sale in a joint effort with ECW and various dinners and events put on throughout the year 

in the Parish.  Our outreach program donated over $7,300 in 2017 to various organizations.  

Our annual Officer and Board Elections were held at our April, 2017 morning Prayer and Breakfast 

meeting.  The officers are:  John Long, President, Bob Fletcher, Vice President and Secretary and 

Norm Kelln, Treasurer.  The Board members are:  Udo Mueller, Tom Doran, Jerry Green, Earl 

Thomas and Russell Brumagin. 

From October through April of each year we meet the first Tuesday of each month at 8:00 AM for 

morning prayer in the Sanctuary, followed by breakfast and a guest speaker in Paine Hall.  We also 

meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 AM for a social breakfast at Lou’s Tivoli Gardens 

Restaurant located at 12555 W. Bell Road, which is across the street from the main entrance of Sun 

City West.  From May through September we only meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 

AM at Tivoli Gardens Restaurant.  Come join us for service and fellowship and get to know about the 

various Men’s Club activities throughout the year. 

If you have any questions or would like more information feel free to contact  

John Long at 925-324-7544 or Bob Fletcher at 925-997-9814. 

WHAT DOES THE ALTAR GUILD DO? 
Have you ever considered how God’s table is prepared for the weekly feast 
of Eucharist?  Every Saturday morning and Wednesday afternoon loving 
hands of dedicated parishioners prepare the Holy Eucharist table.  Without 
this wonderful Ministry of Devotion there would be no Eucharist for you to 
celebrate.  We also prepare the Eucharist table for funerals or any special 
services that are scheduled throughout the year. 

No experience is required if you want to participate in this vital part of the Worship Service and Parish life.  
Training is provided as we prepare the Table every week.   No one is asked to work alone but rather part of a 
Team.  We currently have four Teams in the Fall/Winter/Spring and three Teams in the Summer.  

By participating in this Ministry, you will gain new insights into the Worship Service.  If you would like to  

become a part of the Altar Guild Ministry please contact Lynn Long at 928 -252-6438 or  

email at lynsey1904@gmail.com to get more information. 

       “Christ has no body now but yours.  No hands, no feet on earth but yours.  Yours are the eyes through 
which he looks compassion on this world.  Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.  Yours are the 
hands through which he blesses all the world.”  

   St. Teresa of Avila  

mailto:lynsey1904@gmail.com


Nita & Tom Martin, November 08 

David & Marsha Bathke, November 09  

Michael & Dolores Deloera, November 10  

Lloyd & Barbara Findlay, November 10  

Clinton & Mary Ostrom, Jane November 14  

Pete & Marilyn Arndt, November 17  

Tom & Kathee Flaherty, November 23  

Carl & Jo Ann Deiner, November 26  

Don & Shirley Mellum, November 29  

Meg Lewis November 01 

Jesse Tavares November 01 

George Winandy November 02 

Ruth Thomas November 03 

Jerry Green November 04 

Sharon Navratil November 04 

Colleen Grimes November 07 

Jill Ott November 07 

Blair Benjamin November 08 

Carol Kearney November 09 

Doug Friendshuh November 10 

Charles Kerzan November 12 

Barbara (Bobbi) Pease November 12 

Thomas Doran November 14 

J. Harrison Smith November 14 

Arlene Arnold November 15 

Patricia Norman November 16 

Marilyn Alcamo November 20 

Gustav Stiehl November 21 

Sally Olson November 22 

Phyllis Yingling November 27 

Raph Martin November 28 

Bob Fletcher November 30 
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2017 Diocesan Convention Report: An Alternate’s Point of View  by Mari Cicola 

As I look out over our congregation, I’m pretty confident that over the years many of you have had some experience participating 
in the annual diocesan convention. Since Bill and I joined Advent only last September, I wanted to share our experience at this 
year’s convention with you from our perspective as new members of Advent and being new to the Diocese of Arizona.  

Shortly after we joined Advent, we were asked if we would run as delegates for this year’s diocesan convention. Usually attending 
conventions is not much fun, as often there are a lot of issues to deal with, so it was with some trepidation that we accepted the 
call to serve. As we were so new and unknown to so many in the congregation we were not elected as delegates, but were slotted 
to serve as alternates should that need arise. As convention time neared Advent did in fact need to replace a delegate with an  

alternate; so I asked Bill to assume the delegate position while I remained an alternate. We made a reservation for our overnight 
stay at the Sheraton in Phoenix while our parish administrator Carrie Macon registered all of us for the event.  

Our delegates representing Advent this year were Dianne Diaz, Anne and Bob Fletcher, Sharon Paine, Judy Hoffman, Dotty Eubanks 
and Bill Cicola.  Beth Dombek served as a volunteer for the convention. Alice Goss and Lowanna Denniston manned a table in the 
exhibit hall. Our clergy, Timothy, Janet, Debbie, and Brian were there. Carpooling our way to the hotel in Phoenix we left Advent at 
7:30 am on Sept. 29th in order to arrive for registration at 9:00 am.  

Upon arriving at the convention the volunteer staff had everything under control. Plenty of people to check us in, and hand out 
name tags, give directions. The ECW Prayer chapel was blessed by the Bishop, there were some workshops going on and a Senior 
wardens gathering for lunch.  

The guest speaker this year was the Rev. Becca Stevens from Nashville. Becca has been featured in The New York Times, on ABC 
World News and NPR. She was named a 2016 CNN Hero and a White House “Champion of Change." She was featured in the PBS 
documentary, A Path Appears, named “Humanitarian of the Year” by the Small Business Council of America, and inducted into the 
Tennessee Women’s Hall of Fame. This amazing woman began an organization called, Thistle Farms.   

Thistle Farms welcomes women who have trafficking, domestic violence, and addictions backgrounds, offering them free housing, 
medical care, therapy and education for two years. Thistle Farms employs more than 1,800 women worldwide, and has a national 
network with more than 40 sister communities. A truly gifted and impactful speaker, Becca’s main message was that in all things 
we should CONSIDER AND SEEK.  

At Thistle Farms the women produce body care products to sell as a way of making income. They had plenty of their lotions, oils, 
scrubs, candles, books, and jewelry on display for sale. By Saturday afternoon almost everything had been sold, and Becca an-
nounced to everybody at convention that she was just in love with the Diocese of Arizona. 

Following lunch on the patio or in the restaurant each of us broke off to attend workshops. The theme of the convention was 
“Ministering on the Margins.” Workshops dealt with Survivors, the poor, the imprisoned, the LGBTQ marginalized, the disabled, 
and the racially marginalized. The workshops began at 2:30 Friday afternoon and ended just before 5:00. Because most of us from 
Advent took different workshops, coming together later during dinner it was wonderful being able to discuss the various topics we 
had been engaged in.  

I had pre-selected the Survivors’ workshop for my workshop and was blessed to have Becca Stevens conducting it, along with some 
of the women that have come through her program. Their stories of survival were impactful to say the least. Canon Timothy  

participated in the workshop for the disabled,  and I heard such amazing compliments about that workshop—particularly in the 
resource material that was given out to participants.  

Convention dinner was a sit down buffet provided in the hotel ballroom. Afterward we gathered outside on the patio for a dessert 
and coffee bar while being treated to a live band. By the way, clergy love to dance. We enjoyed each other’s company into the 
evening while meeting new and old friends. 

After breakfast, coffee and ballot distribution began 8:00 in the morning on Saturday, September30. At 9:00 the Eucharist began in 
the large convention hall. We enjoyed a beautiful service. It was amazing to see how quickly and efficiently communion can be  

given to so many people while still maintaining an intimate feeling.  Our own Jonathan Dombek read the Old Testament reading. 
There was Native American drumming in the background during the prayers of the people.   

The business meeting began approximately 11:00. Our bishop enjoys starting his meetings with some jokes and he did not  

disappoint the crowd. A boxed lunch was provided for the noonday break followed by the continuation of the business meeting 
and voting. 



 

2017 Convention 

As an alternate, I was free to go back to the exhibit hall during the voting part of the meeting where I could re-examine and chat 
with exhibitors there.  Returning to the business meeting later on I found it ran smoothly.  There really weren’t any contentious 
issues this year. We enjoyed a presentation given by the youth of the parish. Wow, what a camp we have for them! Their  

message was that they are not the church of the future, they are the church of today. We also learned about the diocesan family 
camp program as it was explained by an adult participant. Who knew we had such great services like that!  

The convention ended at about 3:00 Saturday afternoon, which everybody was thrilled about. Bill and I found it to be a beautiful 
and uplifting experience. We especially enjoyed the time we had to really get to know our fellow delegates, members of our  

Advent worshiping community. These men and women really work hard for all of us here at Advent.  

At convention we also saw so many women clergy in our diocese—so wonderful to see that. We are truly blessed in this diocese 
to have such youthful energetic and genuinely involved clergy than was our experience back east. Just spend a little time with 
our clergy and you will see beautiful, funny and empathetic people.  

Both Bill and I look forward to possibly attending next year‘s convention as delegates. We celebrated our 43rd wedding  

anniversary while at convention. It almost felt like a big party just for us.  

Peace. Stay blessed.  

Mari Cicola 
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Currently I _______________________________________________ participate in the following ministries: 
   (Print Your Name)     (Check all that apply) 
 
  

___Advent Memorial 
      Garden 
 ___Archives & Preservation 
___Advertising 
___Altar Guild 
___Aluminum Can Sales 
___Bereavement 
___Bereavement  
      Receptions 
___Building & Grounds 

___Catechumen 
___Choir 
___Coffee Hour 
___Convention Delegate 
___Counter 
___Daughters of the King 
___ECW 
___ECW Outreach 
___Finance Committee 
___Gift Planning  
___Guest Book 
___Habitat for Humanity 

 
Other: 
_______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
___Happy Hat Hookers 

 
___Helping Hands 
___Investment Committee 
___Kerygma 
___Kitchen 
___Lay Eucharist Minister 

___Lay Pastoral Care 
       Minister 
___Marketing Committee 
___Meditation Garden 
___Men’s Club 
___Men’s Club Outreach 
___Miles of Pennies 
___Newcomers 
___Nominating Committee 
___October Fest 
___Office Volunteer 
___Pancake Supper 

___Parish Outreach 
      Committee  
___Parish Visitors 
 
 
 
Other: 
_______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___Periodicals 
___Prayer Shawls 

 
___Prayers of the People 
___Rummage Sale/Fashion 
       Show 
___Search Committee 
___Soup Kitchen 

___Soup Supper 
___Spaghetti Dinner 
___St. Mary’s Food Bank 
___Stewardship Committee 
___Sunday School 
___TeleCare 
___United Thank Offering 
___Usher/Greeter 
___Verger 
___Walking The Mourners 
       Path 
___Web/IT Committee 

___Youth Acolyte/Crucifer 
 
 
 
 
 
Other: 
______________________ 
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Rock-N-Roll Sock Hop   
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Return address 

Advent Episcopal Church 

13150 Spanish Garden Drive 

Sun City West, AZ 85375 

Advent Vestry  Officers 

Dianne Diaz, Senior Warden  623- 734-7180 

Harry Roumell, Junior Warden  360-580-9202 

Neil Haskell, Treasurer  402-677-9226 

Members 
Jan Hendrix    785-224-3559 

Pat Kindle   623-202-3505 

John Long    928-252-6438 

Joe Marquis   623-584-4648 

Sharon Navratil   623-544-4390 

Herb Norton   623-975-6896 

Sharon Paine   623-512-2616 

Diane Prueher    623-258-9133 

 

 

Church Leadership 

The Rt. Rev. Kirk S. Smith, Bishop of Arizona 

The Rev. Canon Timothy M. Dombek, Rector 

The Rev. Janet Gooltz, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Meg Lewis, Deacon 

Sharon Mather, Licensed Lay Pastoral Care Minister 

Karin Williams, Licensed Lay Pastoral Care Minister                    

Carrie Macon, Parish Administrator (623) 584-0350 

Jill Tabata, Organist/Music Director 

Carrie Macon, Luminary Editor  adventluminary@cox.net 


