
 

Timothy M. Dombek 

               LUMINARY 
 

January 2018   The Rev. Canon Timothy M. Dombek  

Living into God’s Dream: What’s Next for Advent in 2018? 

This past fall seemed as busy as any in recent memory for me, and from what I 
have heard, as busy as Advent has seen in sometime. Well, why not? We have 
exciting things taking place in the life of this parish, and in the lives of our mem-
bers. Of course, the major event of the last three months came in the Dreaming 
God’s Dream for Advent set of workshops over October and November. Over the 

course of three days, your vestry members, lay leaders, and other interested pa-
rishioners, worked on listening to each other, and inspired by the Spirit, articulat-
ed approximately sixteen specific goals to move us forward in our mission and 
ministry. In 2018, your vestry and other lay leaders will begin to implement the 
goals and objectives that we discerned and committed to for the life and health 
of our church during the coming twelve months.  

 On Sunday, January 28, our Annual Meeting day, we will go into more de-
tail about this process and the goals that we set.  To pique your curiosity, here 
are some of the highlights of the Dreaming God’s Dream for Advent process 

 The participants identified three strategic directions for action in 2018: 

  I. Reaching Out to Include Others on Our Journey  

 II. Developing and Empowering Disciples 

III. Growing in Faith Through Generosity 

 Beneath each of these strategic directions, the participants committed to 
specific goals that would bring us into the reality expressed by each direction. 
These ranged from “increased connection with West Valley leaders,” to “starting 
a food pantry,” to “holding an annual celebration of our volunteers,” among oth-
er fabulous ideas. All the goals are intended to add life and energy to our parish 
as we seek to serve others in Christ’s name, both in our church and our neigh-
bors in the surrounding community.  

 Be sure to be in attendance for this insightful look into our parish and our 
goals for 2018 at the Annual Meeting, on Sunday, January 28, beginning at ap-
proximately 11:15 AM. The meeting will take place in Paine Hall, and lunch will 
be provided for all. 

 



 

In the Steps of the Celtic Saints: Advent offers a Celtic Spirituality Pilgrim-
age, touring Scotland and England, October 7-17, 2018.  

Christians from all denominations have been inspired and amazed at the 
rediscovery of the story of how the Gospel came to the British Isles. The Ho-
ly Islands of Iona and Lindisfarne are now frequent places of pilgrimage. 

And this coming October in 2018, you and others who join us will have the 
opportunity to make your own Celtic Spirituality Pilgrimage, to visit Holy 
Isle, Iona, Lindisfarne, and North Umbria, and other historic places of the history of the Church of 
England as we travel through Scotland and England from October 7-17, 2018. 

On this amazing journey, we will experience the stories of those places, in those places, and other 
sacred spots where heaven touched the earth. As well as hearing the stories appropriate to our jour-
neying, we will hear the larger story of how the Gospel went from Roman Britain to Ireland, came 
back through Wales, Scotland, and England, and spread further, through many parts of Europe. We 
will meet some of the Characters, held in such affection, that have deeply imprinted Christianity in 

Britain and beyond. 

We will look at why this Celtic version of Christianity is so exciting and relevant for today, and why 
the hierarchy of the church struggled with insights that we are now embracing again.  

On Wednesday, January 10, at 1:00 PM in the Church, and again on Sunday, January 14, in Paine Hall 

following the 10:00 AM service, Canon Timothy will give a presentation about the Celtic Spirituality 
Pilgrimage he will be leading in October to walk in the steps of the Celtic saints who spread Christi-
anity across Celtic lands from the early fifth and sixth centuries, before Western Christianity became 
the practice of the British Isles following the Synod of Whitby in 664. Other stops include: Kilmartin, 
where standing stones predate Stonehenge; Edinburgh including the Castle; Holy Island of Lindis-
farne; Durham; Cambridge; Canterbury and Dover; and London, from which we fly home.  

On our journey, we’ll be accompanied by the Rev. Simon Airey, a professional storyteller and a 
member of the Northumbria Community. Simon has been molded by these stories for 20 years. He 
is an Anglican priest who pastors three churches. Simon lives on the wild marches where England 
meets Wales with his wife, two children, and a variety of animals. 

For more information, including travel costs and requirements, pick up a full-color brochure in Paine 
Hall or in the Church office; or call Canon Timothy Dombek at Advent Episcopal Church, (623) 584-
0350.  You are invited to join us for the trip of a lifetime, as we explore together the ancient roots of 
Celtic Christianity. 

Etiquette for Communion during the Cold and Flu season 

During this cold and flu season, there are several things we can do to protect  
ourselves and others from passing along a cold virus as we pass the peace or  
receive communion. At the Peace, instead of shaking hands, consider bowing to 
one another with hands clasped in front of you, as a sign of greeting one another 

in the name of the Lord. Many churches have seen people practice this, in  
addition to a hearty handshake or hug. Most importantly, while receiving communion, be sure that 
when you take the cup your finger does not touch or even come near the lip of the chalice—which 
would be tantamount to putting one’s finger in the mouth of the next person. Not nice.  
Believe it or not, these two practices will be very helpful in reducing any chance of passing along  
something more than the Peace of the Lord in our worship services. Thank you! 
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Keeping Up With Your Situation: Clairvoyance is NOT a Spiritual Gift  

 One of the hardest tasks for any parish congregation is keeping up with people when they go 
into the hospital, or go in for surgery (even if it is outpatient), or if their living situation changes—

they move out of one home into another house, or into a retirement home or village, or some similar 
residence, for health reasons. Like any church, Advent wishes to provide support and care for its pa-
rishioners in times like these—times of transition, or times of health and wellness issues.  

 So you can imagine my heartbreak last month when the Treasurer handed me a parishioner’s 

last quarter’s giving statement that was returned to us, with a tersely written note at the bottom. 
“Your ‘pastoral care’ didn’t reach me when I was in the hospital twice over the last six months!”  This 
person then requested to be removed from our active membership rolls.  OUCH. (I’m keeping the 
name and gender hidden for obvious reasons.) 

 Honestly, I can’t blame this person for their feelings—I would feel that way, too, if in my times 
of need, my church didn’t come to support me, but certainly didn’t fail to reach out to me regarding 
my estimate of giving (pledge) for the year. Over the last eight or nine years, as I have spoken to  
clergy and lay leaders in dioceses across the Episcopal Church, I have cautioned churches about this. 
We cannot allow asking for money to be the only contact people regularly get from their church—
yet, sadly, far too many poorly planned and managed annual giving campaigns often exacerbate this 
very problem: “They only reach out to me when they want money.” 

 In the case of our Advent parishioner, I believe that we would have reached out to this mem-
ber and visited them in the hospital and cared for them, if we had known about their need. After  

receiving this member’s note, I did a significant amount of asking around. “Did anyone know about 
this person’s hospitalization?” “Did a call come into the office about this?” “Does anyone know this 
member?” We knew nothing, either before, during, or after this person’s health issues, wherein we 
could have responded. None of this person’s friends—who may or may not be members of Advent—
told us anything either. And of course, under the new HIPPA law, hospitals can no longer notify us 
when a member of our parish goes in for a stay or an emergency room visit. 

 We wish we automatically knew when members of our church go into the hospital, but  
clairvoyance is not a spiritual gift. It just isn’t. People have to tell us when they go in for a procedure 
or an extended stay. When we know, we respond as best as we can. In addition to the pastoral care 
that I strive to offer, we are blessed to have two Licensed Lay pastoral care givers in Sharon Mather 
and Karin Williams who do amazing work at keeping tabs on our people, as well as our vibrant Parish 
Visitors ministry, and our new TeleCare Ministry. Plus, we have two deacons and several retired 
priests who assist in the pastoral care ministry from time to time, in addition to preaching and  
celebrating the sacraments of the altar. 

 Yet we can only attend to those whose needs we know about—so help us help you, and help 
us help others. If you find yourself in the hospital and you need pastoral care, please have a family 
member or friend call us and give us the particulars so we can minister to you. If you know of  
someone from Advent who is in the hospital, let us know; even if we already know, it’s better to be 

redundant than not responsive at all. True, it’s possible we still might miss someone, but with your 
help we can certainly increase our chances of responding to and serving all those in need when we 
actually KNOW of the need. Thank you, in advance, for helping us all care for one another, as the 
Gospel compels us to do.  
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ADVENT PARISH VISITORS MINISTRY  
December is one of four times a year the Parish Visitors In reach Ministry Team adds a special 
treat to their visits.   

For December several member made cut-out Christmas cookies while most of the Team shared 
preparing the cookies for distribution.  A Christmas card was included on the back of the Visitor’s 
Calling Card.  Below are pictures of the Team while getting the cookies packaged.  

If you would like to join this worthwhile blessed Ministry which only takes a few hours each month, 
please contact: 
Char Stiehl at chars@cox.net, Sharon Mather at 623-202-7544 or Father Brian at 623-584-0350. 

Walking The Mourners Path Sets Workshops For January—March. 

An eight-week series of workshops, Walking The Mourner’s Path, has been designed to give per-
sons the space and the tools to heal from grief over the loss of a loved one. The first eight-week 
session will begin on Tuesday, January 30, at 10:00 AM, and meet weekly on Tuesday at 10:00 AM 
concluding on Tuesday, March 13, 2018.  

The workshop sessions are limited to a maximum of ten participants, plus facilitators, so be 
sure to sign up early. It is $75 to enroll, which includes the workshop booklet and refreshments. 
For more information contact Canon Timothy in the church office, or Nan Wheeler; you can find 
her contact information in your parish directory. Financial assistance is available for any who might 
need it. 

mailto:chars@cox.net


 

Newcomers’ News 

   Our journey to welcome new members to Advent continues – December has brought us 3 new 

members for a total of 51 new members this year! Please greet our new colleagues Cathy Ware, 

Gayle Flores and Jayne Smith when you see them at our church activities.  

   Our ministry would like to thank all of our church community who have brought their friends, 

neighbors and family members to our church functions. Many of them have joined our member-

ship. In the past month we have had visitors from California, North Carolina, Idaho, Virginia, and 

Minnesota.  

   We hope that everyone has a blessed Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year!  

Pat Carroll 

Did you know that you can make a gift to Advent 
Episcopal Church that doesn’t cost you any money 
during your lifetime? 
 

Ask about making a bequest in your will or trust to Advent Episcopal Church. Call or speak with 
Herb Norton, Nan Wheeler, Pat Lewis Finnell, or Canon Timothy Dombek.  

Rummage Sale committee meeting –is 
Jan. 9th at 10:00am in the conference room. 

Rummage sale donation drop off - is 
Jan. 29th-Feb. 8th Monday thru Thursday, in 
Paine Hall from 9AM to 2PM. 
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Episcopal Church Women 

Women’s Ministry 

What will 2018 bring?  As I look back on all we have accomplished in the past year, I can’t begin to thank 

all those that have worked so hard and those who supported the programs and events. We will start the 

new year with the two events that we depend on to raise money for outreach programs and expenses.   

ADDIE’S ATTIC FASHION SHOW:  Friday, January 26th, at 1:00 P.M.   Intake will start January 10th,  

from 10 AM until noon on Monday through Thursday. If you have items that would be desirable for table -

top displays or the boutique shops or a fashionable garb that would look glamorous on the runway, we 

would love your donation.  We will be matching models with wardrobe and designing our displays, so 

don’t wait until the last minute to bring in your treasures. 

THE BEST FOR LESS RUMMAGE SALE:  Friday, February 9th and Saturday, Feb. 10th, This is a joint endeavor 

with the Men’s Club as we share profits 50/50 and we so appreciate their help with large furniture items 

and their courtesy pick-up policy for items that parishioners are unable to deliver.  Intake starts on Janu-

ary 29th, through  February 8t h, 9:00 A.M. until 2:00 P. M., Monday through Thursday.  Guys and Gals, we 

really need you help!  Please sign-up for the times you can work on the schedule posted in Paine Hall.  We 

have a task for everyone…no experience needed!  

 As the saying goes, “many hands make light work” and those same hands are reaching out in fellowship 

to those in need and to share our gifts. 

 Blessings, 

Joyce Rozon, ECW President 

Three Things you Need to Know Now: 

The Lectionary Bible Study that usually meets at 9:00 am between worship services on Sundays 
will not meet December 24th or December 31st.  It will resume at 9:00 am on January 7, but in a 
NEW location: the conference room in the Advent office building, just past the restrooms off 
of the sanctuary, and runs from 9:00 to 9:40; coffee and food bites will be available. Join us as 
we read and reflect on next Sunday’s Gospel passage. 

The Journey: Living A Baptized Life membership program (the Catechumenate) will not meet 
again until the first Sunday in January.  Beginning at 9:00 am on January 7, these classes will 
NOW meet in Paine Hall, along the western wall, from 9:00 to 9:50. This is for all persons (and 
their sponsors) who wish to be baptized, to be received in this communion, or who wish to re-
affirm their faith in the presence of the bishop at the Easter Vigil on March 31, at 7:00 pm. If 
you wish to be part of this class, please contact Raph Martin, or Judith Huffman, or Dianne Di-
az, through the church office, or they can be found in your parish directory. 



Advent Episcopal Church, 13150 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, AZ 85375  Phone (623) 584-0350     Page 8 

 

A Kergyma class on the Gospel 

of Mark  

 
Fr. Brian Couvillion and Russ Brumagin will be 
leading a course on Mark. This is an 8 week class 
on Thursdays starting on Jan. 11 through March 
1st. from 2:00pm to 4:00pm in North Paine Hall. A  
sign-up sheet is in the Church Office for those  
interested in attending. The cost of the workbook 
is $21.00.  For more information contact  
Fr. Brian Couvillion bncouvillion@msn.com  or  
Russ Brumagin (623) 975-1256  
rbinazoror@msn.com 

INTRODUCING THE “ADVENT MEMORIAL GARDEN & CHAPEL” 
 

Formerly known as “ALL SOULS CHAPEL”, the vestry approved the name change to better identify 
with the role of the burial garden and columbarium on the Advent campus. History would tell us the 
original plan was to build a chapel where Paine Memorial Hall now exists. The chapel was never 
built. The name carried forward to the burial garden but clearly did not properly reflect the function.  
At the same time, the vestry appointed a new committee chaired by Bob Stewart and supported with 
committee members Nita Martin, Glenn Gullickson and Tom Barnes to oversee operations going  
forward. Our sincere thanks to Rich Raszkiewicz, who along with Tom Barnes, managed the  
operations for a number of years and did a great job. There are several changes in progress  
Including attaching the lettering of the new name on the entry wall. 
 
For information purposes, particularly for new members, the Advent Memorial Garden & Chapel  
offers burial options for interment of ashes for those who chose cremation. The practice of cremation 
is an appropriate and church approved way to treat human remains once the spirit has departed to 
be with God. The walled garden adjacent to the church is for in-ground burial. Adjacent to the  
Memorial Garden is the Columbarium where ashes can be interred in wall niches.  
 
It should be noted the Memorial Garden and the Columbarium are available for use by Advent  
members and their immediate families only. We also have a Wall of Remembrance for those who 
have chosen to be buried or interred elsewhere and wish to be remembered at Advent.  
 
For informational purposes, you may be interested to know there are presently 684 plots in the  
Garden. There are approximately 225 reserved or occupied leaving 459 plots available.  In the  
Columbarium, there are 72 niches in the current structure with 25 remaining available for purchase. 
At present, the plots are sold individually for $600 each.  The niches can include up to two urns and 
are marketed at $1500 each.  There is space to extend the capacity of the Columbarium as needed. 
The Vestry reserves the right to adjust these fees at any time in the future. 
 
The committee invites all members to view the facilities, ask questions or offer comments.  We are 
sincerely interested in encouraging you to consider the Advent Memorial Garden & Chapel in your 
estate plans. 
 
Respectively submitted by Bob Stewart        

 

 

Dear Advent Friends,  

The Bell family, Kathy, Jim 
and our grandchildren join me in thanking 
you so much for your notes and cards  
remembering Fleet. In this sad time for us 
they brought warm and happy memories of 
our ten years at Advent.  
 
May God bless you all, Nancy Bell 

mailto:bncouvillion@msn.com
mailto:rbinazoror@msn.com
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Charles & Jayne Smith, January 15 

N Robert & Carolyn Carlson, January 19 

Herb & Susan Norton, January 23, 

Chris & Elizabeth Meyer, January 28 

James Hamilton Jan 03 

Nan Wheeler Jan 03 

Dolores Deloera Jan. 04 

Arthur Rakestraw Jan. 04 

Adrienne Carpenter Jan. 06 

Chris Meyer Jan. 07 

Kay Pridell Jan. 07 

Richard Riley Jan. 07 

Debra Greenleaf Jan. 08 

Jenna Necaise Jan. 09 

Arras Anne Moffat Jan. 13 

Pamela Ferron Jan14 

George Ralston Jan.14 

Marjorie Kleis Jan.15 

Marilyn Van Wagenen 16 

Neal Haskell Jan. 18 

Jeanne Berridge Jan. 19 

Christine Payne Jan. 19 

Cynthia Nemet Jan. 20 

Donna Smock Jan. 20 

Corinne Fry Jan. 22 

Carolyn Luft Jan. 22 

John Long Jan. 26 

Gary Goings Jan. 28 

Kathleen Quigley Jan. 28 

Lowana Denniston Jan. 30 

Howard Mann Jan. 30 

John Vincent Jan. 30 

John Pipis Jan. 31 

Lisa Widowski Jan. 31 

Welcome Karen S. Taylor 

It gives me great pleasure to introduce to you our new Music Director at  
Advent, Mrs. Karen S. Taylor. Karen has been playing music in churches since 
age 12 in her little, rural North Carolina church. Since August 2016, Karen has 
been the Organ Scholar at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, in Phoenix, studying  
under Canon Musician Dr. Erik Goldstrom. A full-time graduate student in the 
Organ Performance program at Arizona State University, Karen has already 
been accepted into the Organ Doctoral program at ASU, pending completion of 
her Master’s work. An experienced accompanist and director of many church 
choirs, adult community choirs, and orchestras, Karen has a talent for bringing 

music to people, and people to music. I believe we will all enjoy getting to know her in 2018 —please help 
me in giving her a warm Advent welcome when you see her. She has raised a large family, and her husband 
is an attorney in Phoenix. Welcome, Karen! 
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Return address 

Advent Episcopal Church 

13150 Spanish Garden Drive 

Sun City West, AZ 85375 

Advent Vestry  Officers 

Dianne Diaz, Senior Warden  623- 734-7180 

Harry Roumell, Junior Warden  360-580-9202 

Neil Haskell, Treasurer  402-677-9226 

Members 
Jan Hendrix    785-224-3559 

Pat Kindle   623-202-3505 

John Long    928-252-6438 

Joe Marquis   623-584-4648 

Sharon Navratil   623-544-4390 

Herb Norton   623-975-6896 

Sharon Paine   623-512-2616 

Diane Prueher    623-258-9133 

 

 

Church Leadership 

The Rt. Rev. Kirk S. Smith, Bishop of Arizona 

The Rev. Canon Timothy M. Dombek, Rector 

The Rev. Janet Gooltz, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Meg Lewis, Deacon 

Sharon Mather, Licensed Lay Pastoral Care Minister 

Karin Williams, Licensed Lay Pastoral Care Minister                    

Carrie Macon, Parish Administrator (623) 584-0350 

Karen S.  Taylor, Music Director 

Carrie Macon, Luminary Editor  adventluminary@cox.net 


