Wednesday, August 21, 2019
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, 1153
The Collect
O God, by whose grace your servant Bernard of Clairvaux, kindled with the flame of
your love, became a burning and a shining light in your Church: Grant that we also
may be aflame with the spirit of love and discipline, and walk before you as children
of light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The First Lesson
Ecclesiastes 39:1–10
He seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients, and is concerned with prophecies;
he preserves the sayings of the famous and penetrates the subtleties of parables;
he seeks out the hidden meanings of proverbs and is at home with the obscurities
of parables. He serves among the great and appears before rulers; he travels in
foreign lands and learns what is good and evil in the human lot. He sets his heart on
rising early to seek the Lord who made him, and to petition the Most High; he
opens his mouth in prayer and asks pardon for his sins.
If the great Lord is willing, he will be filled with the spirit of understanding;
he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own and give thanks to the Lord in
prayer. The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge, as he meditates on his
mysteries. He will show the wisdom of what he has learned, and will glory in the
law of the Lord’s covenant. Many will praise his understanding; it will never be
blotted out. His memory will not disappear, and his name will live through all
generations. Nations will speak of his wisdom, and the congregation will proclaim
his praise.
Psalm 19:7–11
7 The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
The Epistle
Jude 1–3
Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are called, who
are beloved in God the Father and kept safe for Jesus Christ:
May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. Beloved, while eagerly
preparing to write to you about the salvation we share, I find it necessary to write
and appeal to you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the
saints.
The Gospel
John 15:7–11
Jesus said, "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved
you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,
just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. I have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete."

