Readings 2.25.26 Wednesday

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS (1:15-26)

Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends,
the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through
David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those
who arrested Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was
allotted his share in this ministry." (Now this man acquired a field
with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst
open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. This became
known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that the field was
called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) "For it

is written in the book of Psalms,

" Let his homestead become desolate,

and let there be no one to live in it'; and
“Let another take his position of overseer.'

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us-
- one of these must become a witness with us to his
resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas,

who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed
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and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one
of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry

and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own
place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias;

and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
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Psalm 15
1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *
who may abide upon your holy hill?
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
who speaks the truth from his heart.
3 There is no guile upon his tongue;
he does no evil to his friend; *

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
but he honors those who fear the LORD.

> He has sworn to do no wrong *
and does not take back his word.

® He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

7 Whoever does these things *

shall never be overthrown.



