Wed. in 5th Week of Lent ~ March 24, 2021
5:00 PM ~ Holy Eucharist ~ Rite II
with the Litany of Healing
Welcome to Advent Episcopal Church, offering worship of The Episcopal Church to the Northwest Valley. Tonight’s service is
a combination of in-person and livestream worship; up to 60 persons are welcome or you can join us on Advent’s Facebook
page or on Advent’s YouTube cahnnel. Our worship follows the Holy Eucharist according to the Book of Common Prayer with
a brief homily. Following the Litany of Healing, healing prayers will be offered for those who desire it. We hope you enjoy
the service!

The Holy Eucharist
PRELUDE
All standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant
People

BCP 351

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
His mercy endures for ever.

The Deacon or Celebrant then says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The priest stands and pronounces an absolution.

Trisagion

said three times

BCP, 356.

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God our heavenly Father, renew in us the gifts
of your mercy; increase our faith, strengthen our hope,
enlighten our understanding, widen our charity, and
make us ready to serve you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
Daniel 3:14-20, 24-28
Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods
and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set
up? Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of
the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire
musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue
that I have made, well and good. But if you do not
worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace
of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you
out of my hands?”
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king,
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a
defense to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and
out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. But if not, be
it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods
and we will not worship the golden statue that you have
set up.”
Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face was
distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times
more than was customary, and ordered some of the
strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of
blazing fire.
Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up
quickly. He said to his counselors, “Was it not three men
that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered the
king, “True, O king.” He replied, “But I see four men
unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are
not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.”
Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the
furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!
Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came
out from the fire. And the satraps, the prefects, the
governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together

and saw that the fire had not had any power over the
bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not
singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the
smell of fire came from them.
Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
delivered his servants who trusted in him. They
disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their
bodies rather than serve and worship any god except
their own God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
In unison

Canticle 13

Song of the Three Young Men

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John
People

[8:31-42]

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you
continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham
and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone
who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a
place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you
will be free indeed. I know that you are descendants of
Abraham; yet you look for an opportunity to kill me,
because there is no place in you for my word. I declare
what I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you,
you should do what you have heard from the Father.”
They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said
to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be
doing what Abraham did, but now you are trying to kill
me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from

God. This is not what Abraham did. You are indeed
doing what your father does.” They said to him, “We are
not illegitimate children; we have one father, God
himself.” Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father,
you would love me, for I came from God and now I am
here. I did not come on my own, but he sent me.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Homily
The Litany of Healing

(See insert…)

Celebrant
Let us name before God those for whom we
wish to pray.
A moment of silence is observed
Lector:
Holy God, source of health and salvation,
Here and after each bidding, the People respond,

“Hear and have mercy.”
Following the Litany, the Celebrant says a concluding Collect.
The Celebrant now invites those who wish to receive prayers for
healing to stand. The following anthem is said

Savior of the world, by your cross and precious blood
you have redeemed us;
Save us, and help us, we humbly beseech you, O Lord.
The Celebrant says the following blessing over those who are
standing

The Almighty Lord, who is a strong tower to all who put
their trust in him, to whom all things in heaven, on
earth, and under the earth bow and obey: Be now and
evermore your defense, and make you know and feel
that the only Name under heaven given for health and
salvation is the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Celebrant now invites those who wish to receive prayers for
healing to come one at a time, single file, and then extends
hands over each person and says one of the following:

N., I extend my hands over you in the Name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, beseeching him to uphold you
and fill you with his grace, that you may know the
healing power of his love. Amen.
Lay persons with a gift of healing may join the celebrant in the
extending hands in prayer at a second station. After all have
been blessed the following prayer is said:

O God of peace, you have taught us that in
returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and
confidence shall be our strength: By the might of your
Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we may
be still and know that you are God; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Celebrant

Peace

(All Stand)

People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Celebrant says to the people

Maintaining proper social distance, the Ministers and People may
greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Offertory Sentence
Offerings of bread and wine, given by the People, are placed on
the Altar.
The people then stand.

The Great Thanksgiving
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Eucharistic Prayer A

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a Proper Preface is said as appointed.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven
and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made
us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy,
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile
us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his
arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O
Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit
to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him,
and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

A Lenten Blessing

A period of silence is kept.

Dismissal

The Fraction Anthem
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.
Celebrant

Deacon
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Closing announcements
Postlude

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

An Act of Spiritual Communion

(When livestreaming)

The celebrant invites the following prayer to be said by all.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all
things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot
receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,
come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen
me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be
separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in
this life and in the life to come. Amen.
The people come forward single file, one at a time to receive the
bread, returning to their seat before consuming it.
In place of the usual postcommunion prayer the following prayer
is said

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this
Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of your beloved
Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of our redemption; and we
pray that it may bring us forgiveness of our sins,
strength in our weakness, and everlasting salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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